five songs for kate and vanessa

violin, cello, piano

I. higher

II. corner cows
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IV. Courante
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five songs for kate and vanessa was written in 2018-19, for Kate Stenberg (violin),
Vanessa Ruotolo (cello), and Amy Beal (piano). This trio premiered the piece on
December 11™, at the Center for New Music in San Francisco, CA. The second

performance took place two days later (Dec. 13™) at the University of California, Santa
Cruz.

Each of the five “songs” is based, sometimes quite loosely, on a pre-existing song or
piece.

higher and jig are based on Ruth Crawford Seeger’s piano arrangements of The Higher
Up the Cherry Tree and Sweet Betsy from Pike, respectively, from her 22 American
Folk Songs (1936-38)

corner cows is based on my round reconnaissance, from my booklet Another Round of
Cohase Rounds (2018). The round appears in its original form in the piece.

in&out/to&fro and courante are based on sections of Johann Jakob Froberger’s
keyboard work Variatione Auff die Majerin. The piano part in the former is taken
literally from the original Froberger, as are all three instrumental parts of Courante
(although in Courante, each of the three parts is, independently, stretched in time).

I am grateful to the Kate Stenberg, Vanessa Ruotolo, and Amy Beal for their work on the

piece, providing valuable feedback and ideas throughout its composition and rehearsal
process.

Larry Polansky
Santa Cruz, CA
12/16/19
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all legato, near the neck,
very quiet, very slowly
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