
 
Contour 
 
The number of values necessary to describe any ternary contour is the 
binomial coefficient: 
 

! 

L
m

=
L
2
" L( )
2

 

 
— where L is the length of the morphology. 
 
 
 
The number of possible three-valued contours can be expressed by the 
formula: 
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— where S(L, h) is a Stirling number of the second kind. 


