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ST TR
(E’leh Tol’d’o1)

(These are the generations...) (Cantillation study #3)
(1985-86G; score revised 2017)

for 4 marimbas
—and—
optional computer commentary

for william Winant

DT TON is the third in a set of four works based on Masoretic Torah cantillation melodies (Shabbat morning). The
other pieces in the series are: MUNID (B'rey’sheet) (In the beginning...) (Cantillation Study #1 for voice and computer

(1986); DU (Vieem’shol) (And to rule...) (Cantillation Study #2) for 5 flutes (1984); and Snakey Snake (Cantillation #4)

for haegum (or any melody instrument) and computer (2017).

The optional computer commentary should be based on “listening” to Marimba I by computer in real-time. The details
of the live computer part, and its soffware, are left to the programmer/performer who realizes this part, but certain
important ideas should be adhered to. First, the computer commentary should be based on the pitch material of
Marimba 1 only. Second, there must be some kind of “morphogenetic trajectory” over the course of the piece, via
some formal algorithm, which parallels the piece itself. That trajectory should begin with a high degree of computer-
generated morphological (and/or sonic, harmonic) of the marimba part, and end by following it as closely as possible

(little or no transformation). This is analogous to the way the other marimba parts related to the cantillation melody



(in Marimba 1) over the course of the piece. The work begins in maximal development, and continuously moves fo

minimal development.

The piece may also be played without a computer commentary, by four marimbas.

The entire work my be preceded by an unaccompanied singing of the 17 Torah verses used in this piece — B'rey’sheet
1.4 thru 111.20, beginning with “E’leh tol’d’ot...” and ending with the verse beginning “Va'yi’kra ha’adam..). If possible,

the singer should be female.

Thanks to Dan Steffey and Jon Myers for their assistance in preparing the new (2017) version of the score.

Larry Polansky
Oakland, CA, 12/86G
revised: Santa Cruz, CA, 2017
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these two notes should be
doubled at the lower octave.

Marimba III: On a five octave marimba
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XVII. a bit slower
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