For Immediate Release

Flying Words Project 

Poetry in American Sign Language 

Performance by Peter Cook and Kenny Lerner

Nov. 6, 2010, 7:30 P.M, Filene Auditorium, Moore Hall

Dartmouth College

Leslie Humanities Center

Free and open to the public

(This performance is accessible to both the hearing and the Deaf community)

The work of Peter Cook and Kenny Lerner is a beautiful and fascinating combination of American Sign Language (ASL), English, movement, visual theater, and above all, extraordinary poetry. Two of the pioneers of ASL poetry, they have been at the center of this radical cultural movement since it’s modern inception in the late 1970s. Performing all over the world for over 30 years, they have helped to establish not only an artistic form (Deaf poetry in ASL) but also, through their poetry, contributed to the evolution of American Sign Language itself.

The Flying Words Project will be giving a rare performance in Hanover, New Hampshire, at Dartmouth College, sponsored by the Mellon Foundation and the Leslie Humanities Center, as part of an ongoing project to bring Deaf and ASL performance to Dartmouth and the Upper Valley community (directed by music faculty member Larry Polansky).
“It’s remarkable to think that they are influencing the entire course of ASL poetry through their work” 

(H. Dirksen Bauman, editor of Signing the Body Poetic)

for more info on the Flying Words Project:

http://web.mac.com/peterscook1/Site/Flying_Words_Project.html
and a recent review:

http://web.mac.com/peterscook1/Site/Review_on_FWP.html
Contact: 

Isabel Weatherdon, Leslie Humanites Center

Larry Polansky, Dept. of Music larry.polansky@dartmouth.edu
Mary Essex, Visiting Scholar in ASL, mary.essex@dartmouth.edu
